About us:

African Ambiente was born through Nigel Palmer Kemper and Rita Gielnik in the year 2003 in Mozambique. Nigel and myself were sitting outside the Peri-Peri Restaurant in Maputo (Capital city of the Republic of Mozambique), with our German friend Alex Weidlich on a lovely evening enjoying our 2M Beer and grilled prawn’s (famous dish), when Beto the batik Artist stopped at our table showing us his work of Art. 

We couldn’t believe our eyes…. Amazed with his style, design, colors and quality. His work reminded us of Salvador Dali, but created on fine calico material!

Beto’s amazing art and charming personality paved the way...

This is how it all began…….with time we got to know more and more artists. You can find more information about our artists in the gallery section.

Nigel was born in Johannesburg/ South Africa. Growing up in the Suburb of Bedfordview, he was the naughtiness boy you could find in the whole area, of course not to forget his other three naughty brothers Ron, Dereck and Robin. Dreaming of becoming Rocket Sciences one day, he built and fiddled with all sorts of things, experimenting here and there …. Boom!!!!
Stories I got to hear (Stories that …… become movies)! Nigel, in his early teenage times, loved taking everything apart, if it was a radio, car or plane, etc. He studied every single piece and built it neatly together and was only satisfied when everything worked properly again. He truly loved flying….. In 1988 he got his PPL license and started flying Mircolight’s and Gyrocopters.
Nigel finished his Master of Science degree in 1991 at University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg/ South Africa. His was specialized in Rivers and Riparian Vegetation. Nigel designed the first Riparian Vegetation Index (RVI) for the National River Health Programme (RHP). He was involved in many Projects, such as the financial co-ordinator and manager on the Mhlathuze, Olifants and Thukela Ecological Reserve Studies –DWAF. Nigel was the owner of Integrated Environmental Assessments. 
Maybe one day I will tell you my amazing journey, how I found my truly happy with great loud laughter Nigel ( …. 
Born under our president SAMORA MOISÉS MACHEL, I will always remember his most powerful words and am proud of being part of this generation.
 “A luta Continua” (The ambition drives us)
I, Rita Gielnik was born in Porta Amelia know today as Pemba/ Mozambique. My parents emigrated from Germany in 1959 to Mozambique and bought the “Arimba” Coconut Plantation in the Quissanga District, Province of Cabo Delgado. I thank my parents for giving me, the best childhood ever.
This was the most exciting adventure a naughty little girl like me could ever have….. meters of just coconut palm trees. Running and playing between these huge sky reaching stamps with feather leaves that had lovely fruit hanging from them, my sister’s Petra, Peter, Heike and my twin Renate, had the ball of our time. First thing in the mornings, we would go and collect some coconuts to earn our first couple of Escudos to buy sweets
Wow…… just 800 yards from our house lye our own white sand beach. Jumping and diving into the waves was our first/ second nature. Amazing, playing along the beach side and chasing huge crabs, this is what fairy stories are made of!!! Can you see us…. the naughty minks climbing and peeping all around corner’s …. yeah!!!  
With 17, I moved to Germany to do my apprenticeship as a commercial trainee and returned…..
I dedicate African Ambiente to Nigel, who was tragedy killed in his Microlight in the year 2006 in Injisuti/ Drakensberg (South Africa). 
To his family, friends and me, Nigel was a strong passionately loving man. Through his strong ambition and wisdom, he taught us very much. The dream of African Ambiente with the amazing support of artists will continue making a live hood for the future of tomorrow’s children. 
The passion and energy he gave us, the love and empathy he showed us, the wisdom and knowledge he taught us, has weighted our horizon beyond achievements. The people, our earth is so interesting with stories, that it would be sad not to hear and listen to them!!!
Heike, my sister since joined the African Ambiente team. She was born on the Island of Ibo which belongs to one of the Quirimba Archipelago. Ibo has got some amazing historical background. Apparently in the year 1502, Vasco da Gama made a visited! When Heike was still a little girl, she invented the beautiful name “Querucoco”. The coconut water after a while turns into a soft sweet sponge. As children and even today, we eat this wonderful sponge like chocolate, just that one couldn’t eat to much because it gives you stomach cramps, but what a delicious fruit  ;-) 
Short description of the picture:
Picture with Coconuts pile (From left to the right)

(Me, Renate, Peter with our dog “Mopse” and Heike), we loved playing around these huge piles of coconuts, which where waiting to be opened to sundry, for making copra for the export.
Our Dad watching us (Renate and me) tumbling in the waves

Because of the Palm tree disease, we had to burn once in awhile, to prevent spreading the disease, here you see me sit on one of them 

(From left to the right):  On our beautiful elegant Jeep sitting Petra, Heike, Me, Renate. Working in front, one of my Dad’s workers and Peter
Our wonderful huge House surrounded by the Palm trees

(From left to the right): On our beautiful elegant Jeep sitting Mom, Peter, Petra, Heike and Dad’s worker at the back 
Nigel with our Jack Russell “Hoink” on the couch, together both are flying in the sky ( 

